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any issur), which although is also prohibited for fear that it might otherwise
lead to"chasusos” (intermarriage), it is not as severely prohibited as auehentic
“yayin nesech™ (see Shulchan Aruch YD siman 123),

There are many similar examples which indicate that there is less
avodah zarah today than what we had to deal with in the old days, and
this affects the halacha. This being said, one can clearly see that avodah
zarah is not just a foreign idea that seems distant from us. It is quite
ap]:l]icab][: in halacha too.

Section B

Tuze New Face oF Iporatry

Despite this shift in society, it is still an undeniable, yet unfortunate,
fact that there has recently been a reawakening of idolatry in the
wotld in general. This has been felr in significant ways, even within
our own communities. New forms of idolatry have emerged, for the
most part based on the ancient forms that existed in the times of the

baal and the asheira.
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These practices, intended to help and heal, have infiltrated the Jewish
community to the point where, in ignorance of the true facts, rabbinical
sanction and even outright permission has been granted ro various
forms of idolatry and soothsaying. It is hard to believe, yer we see it
with our very own eyes. People in need of a yeshuah hear from a friend
or a cousin abour the miraculous cures a certain person performs, and
thousands of otherwise frum Jews end up involved with these very
questionable healers. There are classes and self-help groups, clinics and
counselors, healings and happenings given by gurus for the benefit of
the gullible. People are ignorant of the truth behind these practices and
follow along with them, and even rabbis have indicated assent. All this
will be explained in the following chapters.

GieTs OF AvRAHAM

Let us begin from the source. Chazal rell us that there is one place
in the world outside Eretz Yisroel where avodah zarah was exceedingly
strong, That is, somewhere in the Far East, Harav Yitzchok Hurmer, z"l,
used to explain that the reason we see so much avodah zarah emanating
from the Far East, is sourced in the words of the possuk: “orenen 1%
BT I S TR ST 0TI 10 P St DT I O T BT e —
"To the children of Avrabam’s concubines Avrabam gave gifts. and be sent
them away from Yitzchok bis son, while be was still alive, eastward, to the
land of the East.” (Beraishis 25:6) Rashi, there, writes that the gifts which
Avraham Avinu gave to the children of his concubines were the "Shaim
Tumah” — "Names of Impurity” In other words, Aveaham gave them
the pseudo-spiritual practices rooted in the sitra achara (dimension of
impurity). This “storchouse” of impure wisdom was sent to the Far East,

as suggested by the repetition of the words, “kedmah... kedern.™"
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The ancient idolatries of the East can be found in many guises,
forms, and in the most unlikely of places. In Western society, they
do not usually go under any names associated with idolatry, but are
generally categorized as “New Age” or “Alternative” (based on the New
Age Movement — see the supplement in the back). The ubiquitous
practices of New Age medicine come in numerous forms. Most of them
originate from India, China, and Japan — all countries from the Far
East — and despite their often modern or pseudo-scientific facades,
these practices are, in many cases, real, raw, and ancient idolatrous or
oceule practices.

These practices are very ancient, and the Torah has many names
for them, such as: kosem kesamim, choveir chaver, menachesh,
me onain, mechashef, avos, yidonim, and melech. There are many such
occult practices which seemed to have disappeared in the course of
history, but have resurfaced in a plethora of modern cults, fads, and
therapies.

Today, all these types of ideas and therapies have become wery
popular amongst the populace — if it’s not one thing, then ir's another.
Unfortunately, most of our people, the Jewish people, are sort-of affected
in one way or another by the popularity of something thar does not
originate from a Torah source. There are constantly new practices
appearing on the market, with brand-new discoveries and life-alrering

changes. Although it is true that there is a halacha (see Baba Kama 66b)
which teaches: “Changing its name (0t *20'%) is like changing its form,”
this concept only pertains to the laws of gezel — stealing. It does not work
in all other inscances!

It is interesting to note that the practitioners call these healing
methods “New Age Medicine”; however, they are not new at all! On
the contrary, they are very, very old, as their roots go back to the ancient
customs of the Far Bast. We, are the "New” people, and our customs
and practices are new, as we say in the Haggadah: “wnuas v a»nm2
iy’ DN U e ™ — “In the beginning our ancestors were
idol worshippers; now we were brought close to Hashem.” We are the new
people; and they are the old ones. The businesses which promote the
new age methods are really che old ones from way back when — but
instead of calling them by the names which are used in the east, or the
names that they used to call them years ago — they call them by names
that are very popular today.




